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2 WILLEM SMITS 


One thing I wish to particularly remind you of, and to ask that you call it to 
the special attention of the committee, is the services Willem rendered our armed 
services in Europe. When I first encountered him he was a displaced laborer in 
Zirl, Austria, although little more than a boy. I was serving as platoon sergeant 
with the One Hundred and Third Infantry Division, Three Hundred and Twentv- 
eighth Combat Engineer Battalion, Company C. Willem rendered us invaluable 
service in acting as an interpreter in connection with questioning prisoners, but 
nost valuable contribution was his assistance in locating mine fields and 
ammunition dumps, and he undoubtedly was directly instrumental in saving the 
lives of American soldie 





certainly this should be given especial weight by the 
committee, and by the Congress in the consideration of vour bill 


It is so eloquent of the aid rendered by Smits to the American boys in Germany 





that I wanted to call it to your personal attention. If this boy is sent back to 
Holland, | ll, no doubt, be punished as a draft dodger or the equivalent under 
the laws of his country. In view of his great service to America and his fine record 





ince he has been living here, I would regret very much to see him go back to his 
native country under the circumstances 
Chere is no doubt of it but that he would make a splendid citizen and he assures 
me that he stands ready to serve again in the Army or Navy of our country if he is 
permiitt¢ 1 to become a citizel 
Sir cere] 


ly yours, 
HENDERSON LANHAM 
In addition, Congressman Lanham submitted the followine docu- 
ments in connection with the case: 


Rome, Ga., June 1, 1951 


Hi HENDERSON L. LANHAM 
Hi O e Bua ing | ) dD. ¢ 
Dear Str: You are familiar, of course, with my connection with Willem Smits 
tent of his close association with me, but I should like to briefly remind 
ome of the facts for use in connection with the coming hearing on your 
} ! s relief, House Re on No. 982 
\ call that I first mie im during the latter part of the war in Europe, 
hen he came to this country in December 1947 he came to Rome and 
{ eum oining Nay \fter his discharge from the naval service 
. rr rned to Rome und has b i living ith me and my family since 
‘ s resid vy nome o lt 0 eT 
t ill « he tir | ‘ ) \\ he is shown himself to be a fine 
nd I feel lr tur ( iu V1 ierit his America citizenship 
ed receive e sa 
) } to par ( lar t y j f mma sk tha vO eall it t hye 
‘ ( ( n er the servi Willem rendered our armed 
kcurope W he I first eneountered him he was a displaced laborer 
\ , ug ittle oO han at I is serving as platoon sergeant 
dred Third Infantry Division, Three Hundred Twenty-eight! 


( hey eer Batta n, (Company ( Willem rendered us invaluable service 





WILLEM SMITS 


~~ 


I have talked with several people who ar SSK ted with hit : s dai 


work and they speak enthusiasticall 


It seems to me that good citizens ean be bu rom this tvpe of individual, and 
if the expression of mv knowledge of Smits can be of anv value 1 mav feel free 
to so reveal it when his re j st comes before the Judiciary Com1 { e 

With every good wish to you, I am, 

eincerely Vvours 
WW 1) 
Ro G J 
To Whom It May Concert 

It is my desire to ndation a ) 

of Willem Smits, a Dut i \ i i R ( 


ecretaryv of e Ro i I : ? ( hyy 
in civie affairs Mir. S t i ‘ f ’ 
ican Red Cro it ¢ ipter ¢ f i i 
in lifesaving and wate fet \t t | ( i i 
structor bi had < reco la D 
Pilnce { it ‘ he } L\ : ) 
pay and bee! ‘ oO ) to 
I have had opportunity to ar Mr. 8 ts add ( ind through infe 
I 
mal conversation | have fe { pr I ) I d 
{1 at the same time grateful for the advantages of a f1 and d 





Anchor Rome Mills, where he wa vel | ent and | have frequent li- 


quired as to his efficiency and coopera | have found to be 
always commendabl 
Because Mr. Smits was so voung when he came to Rome. Ga anv of our 
leading citizens have maintained a keen interest hit For that reason I believe 
that he has made a wort! e contribut to our ) l Vana a fir De- 
el thie eals Of oul ount? 
\irs. Wart R. Langstor 
\ rt 1} \I | 
G \/ 
on L. I ‘ 
S (} e bs it rie ) . " 





ind whe ise, | 1 i lerati 
me of the finest | ho I i ‘ { r 
Perv Ca tra ( Wi t i i . i i l 
make as good an American cit ve lav 
Is 8sO Very ood for the b iu! 1 A 
ent form of ernment 
writing this letter because we ar ! ‘ ( { I r 
re at tl pliant sb 1 e | set t ive a nce 
to make good in this country Regardless of | oh a jol assigned to, he 
never complains or shirks his duty, and a thing can do to p this boy 
become naturalized will be a great favor, not onlv to him but tl rt nit 


I will appreciate it if vou will pass rv of t etter on to the Co ttee on 


the Judiciary to whom bill H. R. 982 rod { vou on January 4, 1951, 
was referred. 
Kindest regards 
Sincerely vou 
; ie ; ’ 








WILLEM SMITS 
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WILLEM SMITS vo 


ry . ° 
| he committee, after considerate 


the opinion that the bill (H. R. 982 





